
1971
David and Ginny Adelsheim purchase 19 acres in 
the as yet unproven grape growing region of 
Oregon’s North Willamette Valley.

1972
First grapes planted: Riesling, 
Chardonnay and Pinot noir.

1978
The first commercial vintage from Quarter Mile Lane 
is produced, establishing Adelsheim as the fi rst  
winery in the Chehalem Mountains.

1984
David assists Dr. David Heatherbell of Oregon State 
University in initiating the importation of the fi rst 
“Dijon” clones from Burgundy, revolutionizing the 
Oregon wine industry.

1986
The iconic “Elizabeth’s Reserve” is first produced; 
Veronique Drouhin works harvest at Adelsheim; 
founding winery at the International Pinot Noir 
Celebration.

1988
Adelsheim expands its estate vineyards to 
include Calkins Lane and Bryan Creek.

1996
Ribbon Springs Vineyard is planted, expanding 
Adelsheim’s estate vineyards into the Ribbon 
Ridge nested-AVA of the Chehalem Mountains.

1993
First phase of a new, state-of the-art winery 
built on the Calkins Lane vineyard property.

2000
Adelsheim participates in the first Oregon 
Pinot Camp.  David plays a major role in 
founding the event as co-president.

2003
Boulder Bluff is added to the Adelsheim estate 
vineyards; David serves a leadership role in 
establishing the Oregon Wine Board.

2010
The iconic portraits by Ginny Adelsheim on 
the winery’s “Willamette Valley” wines are 
retired.

2012
David Adelsheim receives the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Oregon Wine Board.

2015
First vintage of Breaking Ground Pinot noir, part of a 
new program, showcasing Chehalem Mountains fruit 
grown on all three major soil origins. Its sister wine, 
Staking Claim Chardonnay, follows in 2016.

2017
Adelsheim is honored as a Top 100 Winery by 
Wine & Spirits Magazine for the 7th time! Winery 
ownership transitions to longtime partners, Jack 
and Lynn Loacker. Kelli Gregory becomes 
Vineyard Manager.

2018
Gina Hennen takes over as Winemaker; 
Sparkling wine program debuts with a Brut 
Rosé and Brut Cuvée.
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New State of the Art Winery built at Calkins Lane

Adelsheim expands its estate vineyards to 
include Calkins Lane and Bryan Creek.

1973
David writes first draft of Oregon’s strict labeling regulations 
(approved in 1977) and works with others to save Yamhill County’s 
hillsides for agriculture.

1974
David Adelsheim interns at the Lycée Viticole in Beaune. 
While in France, he requests shipments of an array of 
new clones to Oregon, including the first Gamay noir 
and Pinot blanc in the U.S.

1987
David helps Robert Drouhin purchase property that 
becomes the legendary Domaine Drouhin Oregon.
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2020
Laurel Leaf is added to the Adelsheim 
estate vineyards. Wine collaboration with 
NBA star CJ McCollum.

Boulder Blu�  is added to the Adelsheim Estate  
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2008
All Adelsheim estate vineyards earn LIVE Certified 
Sustainable recognition; Adelsheim’s winemaking 
facility is in the first group to become LIVE certified, 
as well.

2019
First-of-its-kind NBA partnership; Release 
two commemorative 50th Anniversary 
wines with the Portland Trailblazers;  
Vineyard Manager, Kelli Gregory, receives 
LIVE “Excellence in Sustainability” award.

2021
Adelsheim celebrates 50 years 
in the Chehalem Mountains.

1994
Jack and Lynn Loacker are introduced to the 
Adelsheims and become partners in the winery.

2002
David writes the petition to establish the Chehalem 
Mountains AVA. It is offi  cially adopted in 2006.

1982
On behalf of the Oregon Winegrowers 
Association, David writes petitions to the ATF to 
establish the Willamette Valley and the Umpqua 
Valley AVAs.




